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WHAT’s THE HOUR? 


F the firft who afked this queftion was an idle man, at 

leaft we may prefume that hawas the inhabitant of a 
country where idlenefs had ceafed.to be general ; for people 
ae already acquainted with the value and employment of 
time before they begin to meafure it. Neverthelefs how 
many hours have perifhed unperceived, ever fince mankind 
begun tocount them! From his ever-flowing urn, time pours 
them out into a fieve ; and it frequently happens that they 
al pafs through. Happy the man who has employed fome 
of their number in aiding a friend, confoling the child of 
forrow, doing a little fervice to his fellow-men! The hours 
thus employed wili remain in the fieve; and they add much 
more to the duration of life than the others. 

The Egyptians firft taught the Greeks to afk “‘ What's the 
lor?” But from whom did the Egyptians learn the quef- 
tin? It is left in the darknefs of remote antiquity : nor 
was it until a few centuries anterior to the vulgar cra, that a 
fomewhat fatisfattory an{wer was returned to it. Along time 
Was required before people could venture to fay all that 
Was ie faid on that fimple queftion, ‘* What's the 
our ¢ 

According to Pliny, it was Anaximander who ere& d the 
th gnomon that was feen in Greece. After a few cen- 
tunes, fun-dials paffed over from Greece to Sicily ; and 
alerius Meffala carried to Rome that which had ftood at 
alana, Under the confulate of Scipie Nafica, they were 
Vou. XXXV, 4D jucceeded 
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fucceeded by hydraulic time-meafurers. How many dif. 
culties was it neceflary to furmount, before mankind could 
eVen learn “ what was the hour !” 

The Calif Haroun-el-Rafchid fent a ftriking clock to 
Charlemagne, who had not.before pofleffed a fingle one in 
all the cities of his vaft empire. During the night, men 
perambulated the ftreets to make known the hour to thofe 
who werein bed. The cuitom is ftill continued in London, 
where, befides, each man has his watch to confult: and yet 
we are continually afking, “ What's the hour ?” 

There muil certainly be in thofe words a certain charm, 
which does not arife from the bare defire of exaétly knowing 
the time of the day: and I lay it down as an axiom that the 
perfon who: ‘inquites refpe€ting the prefent hour has his 
thoughts lefs intent upon it than upon fome fome future 
hour which he expeéts. This approximation of two dif- 
ferent times produces another in the mind : by recalling to 
memory what we intend to do, we refle€t with greater atten. 
tion on what we are a€iually doing. ‘The queftion “ What's 
the hour ?” is therefore a principle of obfervation which 
imparts activity to thought, gives motion to life, and a direc- 
tion to our projeéts. How many perfons do we fee, who 
know not either what they think, or what they do, or what 
they purpofe, merely becaufe they do not fufficiently often 
afk, “* What's the hour ?” 

Iam perfuaded that the man who fhould write thofe words 
over every door in his houfe, and keep them conftantly pre. 
fent to his thoughts, would not fuffer a fingle minute of the 
day to be loft. To form a proper eftimate of the value of 
time, it is nceeffary to meafure it. We then with to employ 
cvery moment ; and we condemn ourfelves for any negleé, 
as for an error. Thofe words recail us to life, as the voice 
ot zephyr ‘recalls the ftagnant juices in the vegetable world 
into verna) circulation. 

How important to the fathers and mothers of families, and 
to inftruétors {urrounded with their children, not to overlook 
the fovereign efhcacy of that queftion ! In the firft flages of 
education, each moment gives birth to new ideas, to new 

cares. [here is not an hour to be loft ; not an hour to be 
entirely employed in the fame manner. Think well on't; 
refle&t “* What's the hour ?” 

The hoary fenior and the blooming youth equally atk the 
fame gueflion: but the former torefees ; the latter enjoys; 
and they both aét according to the dittates of nature. 
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Thofe words, “* What's the hour ?” are a leffon for all 


ages. 
“The hufbandman, exhaufted with his agricultural toil, de- 
feries the diftant roof of his cottage peeping through the 
foliage in which it ftands embofomed. Imagination inftantly 
paints to him his wife, his children, their eager hafte in run- 
ning forth to meet him when they hear in the evening the 
tread of his horfes or the bark of his faithful dog. He im- 
mediately afks himfelf ‘“* What's the hour ?” His queftion 
isanfwered by the fhadow of the aged oak which rears its 
head onthe margin of. his field: new vigour braces his 
finews : new courage pervades his bofom; the earth offers 
lefs refiftance to his eflorts; and the prefent hour feems 
abridged by the expeétation of that which is to come. 

That man leaning on his couch, bending under the burden 
of accumulated years, and who with trembling hand puts 
aide afew filver hairs which the wind had blown over his 
nearly-extinguifhed eyes, was once young, vigorous, attive, 
and handfome. That woman paffing near him, whofe fhrunk 
and withered countcnance reminds us of a mummy, ha$a 
thoufand times been compared tothe Graces. Yon babe, 
who fo peacefully flumbers on the bofom of his mother, will 
one day be feated in a great arm-chair, his feet extended on a 
large cufhion, his head weighed down on his cheft, while he 
views the children of his children in the fame fituation in 
which we now behold himfelf. The fucceflive changes 
which take place in us are obfervable at the principal epochs 
of our life: but their continuity is never interrupted ; and 
itthus imperceptibly fills up the intervals which feparate 
childhood, adolefcency, maturity and old age. Each hour 
bears the imprint of revolving time, which creates, perfeés, 
extinguithes, and deftrovs. Under this relation, the quef- 
tions, “* What was 1? Whatam 1? What am I to be?” 
areall included in ‘* What's the hour?” 

When a man has performed a laudable a&tion—and we 
oftener have than ufe the opportunity of doing fuch—if he 
was to look at his watch, the mark of that hour would be- 
come a pleafing leffon for the future, and a {till more pleafing 
record of the paft. Happy the mortal who fhould in this 
manner, minute by minute, make the complete circuit of 
the dial, and could thus frequently afk himfelf, “ That's 


the hour ??* 
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A Defcription of the City of Wafhington. 
By Isaac WELD, Jun. 
(Concluded from Page 468.) 


HE capitol is now building upon the moft elevated {pot 

of ground in the city, which happens to be in a very 
central fituation. From this {pot there is a complete view of 
every part of the city, and alfo of the adjacent country. In 
the capitol are to be {pacious apartments for the accommoda. 
tion of Congrefs; in it alfo are to be the principal public 
offices in the executive department of the government, toge- 
ther with the courts of juftice. The plan on which this 
building is begun is grand and extenfive; the expence of 
building it is eftimated at a million of dollars, equal to two 
hundred and twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling. 

The houfe for the refidence of the Prefident ftands north. 
weft of the capitol, at the diftance of about one mile anda 
half. It is fituated upon a rifing ground not far from the 
Patowmac, and commands a moft beautiful profpeé of the 
river, and of the rich country beyond it. One. hundred 
acres of ground, towards the river, are left adjoining to the 
houfe for pleafure grounds. South of this there is to bea 
large park or mall, which is to run in an eafterly direétion 
from the river tothe capitol. The buildings on either fide 
of this mall are all to be elegant in their kind; amongit the 
number it is propofed to have houfes built at the public 
expence forthe accommodation of the foreign minifters, &c. 
On the eaftern branch a large {pot is laid out for a marine 
hofpital and gardens. Various other parts are appointed for 
churches, theatres, colleges, &c. The ground in general, 
within the limits of the city, is agreeably undulated; but 
none of the rifings are fo great as to become objeéts of in- 
convenience inatown. The foil is chiefly of a yellowith 
clay mixed with gravel. There are numbers of excellent 
{prings inthe city, and water is readily had in moft places by 
digging wells. Here are two ftreams likewife, which run 
through the city, Reedy Branch and Tiber Creek*. The 

perpendicular 


* Upon the granting poffeffion of wafte lands to any perfon, 
commonly called the Jocation of lands, it is ufual to give particular 
names to different fpots, and alfo to the creeks and mivers, On the 
original location of the ground now allotted for the feat of the 
federal city, this creek received the name of ‘Tiber Creek, and the 
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perpendicular height of the fource of the latter, above the 
level of thetide, is two hundred and thirty -fix feet. 

By the regulations publifhed, it was fettled that all the 
houfes fhould be built of brick or ftone; the walls to be 
thirty feet high, and to be built parallel to the line of the 
fireet, but either upon it or withdrawn .trom it, as fuited the 
tafte of the builder. However, numbers of wooden habita- 
tions have been built; but the different owners have all 
been cautioned againft confidering them as permanent. 
They areto be allowed foracertain term only, and then de- 
froyed. Three commiffioners, who refide on the fpot, are 
appointed by the Prefident, with a falary, for the purpofe of 
fuperintending the public and other buildings, and regulating 
every thing pertaining to the city. 

The only public buildings carrying onas yet, are the Pre. 
fident’s houfe, the capitol; and a large hotel. The Prefident’s 
houfe, which is nearly completed on the outfide, is two ito- 
ries high, and built of free ftone. The principal room in it 
is of an oval form. This is undoubtedly the handfomet 
building in the country, and the architecture of it is much 
extolled by the peuple, who have never feen any thing fupe- 
ior; but it will not bear a critical examination. Many 
perfons find fault with it, as being too large and too {plendid 
for the refidence of any one perfon ina republican country ; 
and certainly it is a ridiculous habitation for a man who re- 
ceives a falary that amounts to no more than 5625]. fterling 
per annum, and in a country where the expences of living 
are far greater than they are even in London. 

The hotel is a large building of brick, ornamented with 
flone ; it ftands between the Prefident’s houfe and the capi- 
tol. In the beginning of the year 1796, when I laft faw it, 
it was roofed in, and every exertion making to have it finifhed 
with the utmoft expedition. It is any thing but beautiful. 
The capitol, at the fame period, was raifed only avery little 
way above the foundation. 

The ftone, which the Prefident’s houfe is built with, and 
fuch as will be ufed for all the public buildings, is very fimi- 
lar inappearance to that found at Portlandin England; but 
I was informed by one of the fculptors, who had frequently 
worked the Portland ftone in England, that it is of a much 

fuperior 


identical fpot of ground on which the capitol now ftands was called 

a V'his anecdote is related by many as a certain prognottic 
of the future magnificence of this city, which is to be, as it were, 
afecond Rome, 





































486 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


fuperior quality, and it will bear to be cut as fine as marble, 
and is not liable to be injured by rain or froft. On the banks 
of the Patowmac. they have inexhauftible quarries of this 
flone; good {[pecimens of common marble have alfo been 
found ; and there is in various parts of the river abundance 
of excellent flate, paving ftone, and lime ftone. Good coal 
may alfo be had. 

The private houfes are all plain buildings; moft of them 
have been built on f{peculation, and {till remain empty. , The 
greateft number, at any one place, isat Green Leafs Point, on 
the mainriver, juft above the entrance of the eaftern branch. 
This fpot has been looked upon by many as the moft con- 
venient one for trade; but others prefer the fhore of the 
eaftern branch, on account of the fuperiority of the har: 
bour, andthe great depthof the water nearthe fhore. There 
are feveral other favourite fituations, the choice of amy one 
of which isa mere matter of fpeculation at prefent. Some 
build near the capitol, as the moft convenient place for the 
refidence of members of Congrefs, fome near the Prefi- 
dent’s houfe; others again prefer the weft end of the city, 
in the neighbourhood of George Town, thinking that as 
trade is already eftablifhed in that place, it muft be from 
thence that it will extend into the city. Were the houfes 
that have been built fituated in one place altogether, they 
would make a very refpeé&table appearance, but {cattered 
about as they are, a {peftator can fcarcely perceive any thing 
like atown. Excepting the ftreets and avenues, and a fmall 
part of the ground adjoining public buildings, the whole 
place is covered with trees. To be under the neceffity ot 
going through a deep wood for one or two miles, perhaps, in 
order to fee a next door neighbour, and in the fame city, 1sa 
curious, and, I believe, a novel circumftance. The number 
of inhabitants in the city, in the {pring of 1796, amounted 
to about 5000, including artificers, who formed by far the 
largeft part of that number. Numbers of {trangers are con- 
tinually paffing and repafling through a place which affords 
fuch an extenfive field for fpeculation. ; 

In addition to what has already been faid upon the fubje&, 
I have only to obferve, that notwithftanding all that has been 
done at the city, and the large fums of money which have 
been expended, there are numbers of people in the United 
States, living to the north of the Potowmac, particularly in 


. . o se ae 
Philadelphia, who are {till very averfe to the removai the 
feat of government thither, and are doing all in their power 

‘ ‘ ’ ees At 
to check the progreis of the buildings of the city, and to 
3) prevent 
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prevent the Congrefs from meeting there at the appointed 
time. Inthe {pring of 1796, when I was laft onthe fpot, 
the building of the capitol was abfolutely at a ftand for want 
of money ; the public lots were at avery low price, and the 
commiffioners were unwilling to difpofe of them; in confe- 
quence they made an application to Congrefs, praying the 
Houfe to guarantee a loan of three hundred thoufand dollars, 
without which they could not go on withthe public build- 
ings, except they difpofed of the lots to great difadvantage, 
and tothe ultimate injury of the city; fo ftrong, however, 
was the oppofition, that the petition was fuffered to lie on the 
table unatiended to for many weeks! nor was the prayer of it 
complied with until a number of gentlemen, that were deeply 
interefted in the improvement of the city, went round to the 
different members, and made intereit with them in perfon to 
give their aflent to the meafure. Thefe people, who are 
oppofed to the building of the city of Wafhington, maintain, 
that it can never become a town of any importance, and 
that all fuch as think to the contrary have been Jed aftray by 
the reprefentations of afew enthufiaftic perfons; they go fo 
far even as to affert, that the people tothe eaftward will never 
fubmit to fee the feat of government removed fo far fron 
them, and the Congrefs affembled in a place little better than 
aforeft, where it will be impoflible to procure information 
upon commercial points; -finally, they infift, that if the re- 
moval from Philadelphia fhould take place, a feparation of 
the ftates will inevitably follow. This is the language held 
forth; bat their oppofition in reality arifes from that jealoufy 
which narrow minded people in trade are but too apt to en- 
tertain of each other when their interefts clafh together. 
Thefe people with to cruth the city of Wathington while it is 
vet in its infancy, becaufe they know, that if the feat of go- 
vernment is transferred thither, the place will thrive, and en- 
joy aconfiderable portion of that trade which is centered at 
prefent in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and New York. It is 
idle, however, to imagine that this will injure their different 
towns ; on the contrary, although a proportion of that trade 
which they enjoy at prefent fhould be drawn from them, yet 
the increafe of population in that part of the country, which 
they mutt naturally fupply, ,will be fuch, that their trade 
on the whole will, in all probability, be found far more ex- 
tenfive afier the federal city is eftablifhed than it ever was 
before. fs 

A large majority, however, of the people in the United 
States is defirous that the removal of the {eat of government 
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fhould take place; and there is little doubt that it will take 
place at the appointed time. The difcontents indeed, which 
an oppofite meafure would give rife to inthe fouth could not 
but be alarming, and if they did not occafion a total fepara. 
tion of the fouthern from the northern ftates, yet they would 
certainly materially deftroy the harmony which has hitherto 
exifted between them. 





Sketch of the prefent State of Society and Manners in 
Plymouth. 
[From the Morthly Magazine. ] 
LYMOUTH is fittrated at the mouth of the river Plym, 
but not immediately: at its junétion with the ocean. 
The town itfelf is iH conftruéted ; the ftreets narrow, incon- 
venient, and fleep. Its extent is confiderable, and it is very 
As fenton Its trade depends principally upon fhipping, and 
the royal navy. But though the town itfelf has nothing to 
boaft, the contiguous country is extremely beautiful ; and 
pofleiles a pleafing interchange of hill and dale. The neigh- 
bouring profpeéts are very: grand and interefting. About 
one mile from Plymouth is the town of Stonehoufe, the re- 
fort of fafhion; and about a mile further, the populous and 
extenfive town ‘of Dock, fo named from the famous arfenal 
there eftabliihed. Thefe three towns, with {mall interrup- 
tions, now nearly forman unbroken chain of communication, 
and may be almoft confidered as one. As the inhabitants of 
thefe plac es contift, in a great meafure, of the navy andarmy, 
there is much flu€tuation; anda large part may be confi- 
dered asa tide conftantly flowing, and as conftantly ebbing. 
To give an exaét defcription of ‘thifting objeéts is difficult, 
which pafs before they can gaina fixed charaéter. The 
more flationary inhabitants, indeed, affume a more defined 
appearance, while the running ftream compofed of homoge- 
neous particles paffes on in a general mafs. Although thefe 
towns are fo contiguous, yet from the different occupations 
of the more fixed inhabitants an obvious difcrimination of 
external charaéter is vifible. Itsis therefore not unufual for 
one of Plymouth to fay, Such a one is a Dock perfon; and 
a fimilar marking may na doubt be ftriking to the other. 
Cc olleétive members of fociety purfuing the fame objeéts, or 
engaged in fimilar occupations, readily acquire a firong and 
appropriate chara@ter. Profeflions, trades, and other em- 
employments, 
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ployments, give peculiarities of a very decifive outline and 
colouring, and hence this apparent diftinétion arifes. War 
or peace produce alternate variations in thefe towns. The 
former gives life, the latter torpor. The great objeét is to 
make the moft of circumftances: yet, amidft the buftle of 
commerce, and the ftorm of war, literature is not altogether 
negleted. There are feveral reading focieties eftablifhed in 
each of thefe places. There are fome literary charatters, . 
and as much encouragement is given to mental improvement, 
as in other places of the fame extent of population. Amongft 
the inhabitants are to be found a proportionate fhare of per- 
fons of found fenfe and acutéenefs. 

Religion has its partifans of various denominations. The 
churches are few in proportion to the inhabitants, and of 
courfethe clergy. Seftariesare numerous. If the popula. 
tion of a place is fo large that the churches cannot contain 
the people, this muft be a natural confequence. 

Politics at one time partook of that fury which ever ac 
companies the heat of party; particularly when individual 
interefls are the fecret {pring, and public good the pretence 
of difpute. But that difgufting heat is happily fubfided 
mtoafanguor, which is far preferable to the animofities of 
political fury. ‘Totell and to hear the news forms much of 
our employment. ; 

A people may be defcribed by negatives. It has been 
obferved, that the fcenery round this country is naturally 
beautiful.. But this’ is rather in, the difpofition of the parts 
of the landfcape by the hand of nature, than the embellifh- 
ments of culture. The hills {well delightfully, and the 
vales fweetly diverfify. But there is a great deficiency of 
trees; fo that the fineft interchanges of thefe oppofites are 
but too bare of thofe engaging and grand ornaments of ve- 
gelation. Homer perhaps would have called the people of 
this neighbourhood tree-haters ; for in his defcription of lo- 
calities he has, “* abounding in doves, fertile in foil, trainers 
of the horfe,” &c. Certain it is, that within two miles of 
Plymouth, trees feem ftudioufly to be difdained, This is 
notto be attributed to its proximity to the fea; for in fome 

Ppy {pots, where chance has placed a few, they thrive very 
well. The higher fituations, expofed to fea-blafts, are un« 
doubtedly unfavourable to them. Yet even here, the beau- 
tial and elegant plane may be obferved to luxuriate in dif. 
“rent elevated fites, where a few {pecimens are to be found. 
he hedge-rows too are all kept. Thus, the moft bounteou$ 
gifts of nature are counteraéted. After two miles, trees are 
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more numerous; woods, groves, and. copfes, abound. Thi 
delightful vale. of Bickleigh abounds im, romantic and pic. 
turef{yue fcenery. It is Wales in miniature, diverfified 
by: mountains, tran{parent rivers pouring in. torrents, or 
fweetly rippling in. murmurs, intermixed with nude, frag. 
ments of rock, and inviting cultivation. The deeply embo. 
fomed, village of Famerton, the. pleafing {cenery of Plymp. 
ton, and many; fimilar fpots, are bighly inviting. 

Country, sefidences are veny; thinly feattered in the vicinity 
of thefe-towas: you. may proceed two or three miles in 
either diredtion, and yet meet with few of thofe ornamented 
villas which are frequent in the adjacent country of other 
populoustowus. This is acortoborating indication of the pre- 
ceding. remark, that a.talte for rural objects is not very. pre- 
valent here; and itis the,more unaccountable, as fortunes 
fuddenly raifedase often expended in tlie difpiay. of magnaf. 
cence, of whichthole who have no relifh for the enjoyment, 
conceive that a country-houfe is a neceffaxy appendage. 
Ikence the, citizen, when, his. town-refidence is, fufficiently 
inflated with coft and fplendour, pours forth the overcharge 
in rural oftentation. Hence. he is indyced to regale in the 
fhade of his. Lombardy, goplars, and in the dufty. atmofphere 
of high.roads.; onxaifes.a cumbrous load of unoccupied build. 
ings to ftare round miles of circumference. 

Of the mufical. tafe of this place fome judgment may-be 
fermed, when it, is underflood: that annual concerts are fug. 
ported, though with fome languor, by fubfcription. But im 
proportion as places increafe, in diflance from the capital, the 
agts. and embellifhments of life are likely to be cultivated 
with lefs.ardour. There are to-be found, however, indivi- 
duals of, talent and ingenuity, who purfue various tratisot 
icience, literature, and philofophy. 

. We have, as is, ufual in other places, numbers, whoare 
- cantent to float down the flream of pleafure and;amufements 
hience public places meet the fame encouragement asia 
opher.townsof equalextent, fuflicient for our fatisfaétion, and 
-more.than fufficient forour prudence. 

The fea fupplies our markets. with fith, of various:kinds; 
but the greater part is engroffed, and conveyed to. London 
and Bath for. fale. But this is not becaufe we have no relifh 
for the pleafures of the table; but becaufe epicurifm there 
pays a higher. premium. We muit not be confidered as 
void of; talte in any refpe&. Some of us love farence, an 
many picter turbotand.venifon. ‘Tradition reports on goo 

authomty’, 
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authority, that Quin ufed to pay an annwal vifit'to this place 
to tat dory, ftewed in claret, im its greateft perfeétion. 

The dockyard is a place of great curiofity. ‘The ‘fight 
of the different procefles employed in naval architeG@ure may © 
afford much ‘pleafure to the ingenicus, and much gratifica- ~ 
tion to thofe who feek amufemefit in any fhape. 

The gartifon has a rampart of confiderable extent. From 
this the Views ‘are various, and‘extremiely beautiful. Mount 
Edgecutribe is remarkable for the variety and grandeur of its 
ptofpeéts ; commanding at once towns, docks, and navies, 
intermixed with a great variety of fimple atid rural mature ; 
all termitared by diftant motintains. Saltram, the feat of 
Lotd Botingdon, has alfo much interef. 


Narratroe of M. Sonnini’s fingular Adventure with a 
Troop of Bedoiten ‘Arabs in Egypt. 


HEN we had come within five or fix hundred yards 

of the convent, Huffein went on before, in order to 
procure tis admittance, which it is very difficult to obtain. 
I was at fome diftance, and thé reft of our party had lagged 
a confiderablé way behind. A troop of Bedouins on horfe- 
back fuddenly darted ouit from -behind the walls. I did not 
a firft difinguifh them in the midft of the ‘cloud of duft 
Which they raifed; but as foon as they were difcernible, 
I perceived the quality and number of the people with whom 
We had to deal. I inftantly turned about, and, mounted 
upon an excellent horfe, with which I was in no danger ot 
being overtaken, I quickly réjoined my companions, who, 
from the back of their camels, had alfo perceivéd the horfe- 
men. I found them on foot, ‘and drawn up ina clofé body. 
I difmounted inftantly, and encouraged them to make a 
vigorous defence. Our wholé number was fix, and on three 
only of thefe could any dependance be placed. Two natives 
of the country could afford no great affiftancée ; atid the 
draughtfman, whe was young and inexperienced, did not 
know how to difcharge a mufket. 

The firmnefs of ahandful of men, alone in the midft of a 
fandy defert, and wholly unproteéled, overawed a fquadron, 
amounting to near a hundred Bedouin Arabs. Hence a 
judgment, may be formed, how little is to be dreaded from 
fuch enemies, whofe courage goes no farther than to unite in 
humerous bodies, in order to commit; with impunity, every 
4E2 kind 
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kind of depredation, and thus carry on a cowardly war of 
pillage, Although they rode up to us at full gallop, they 
- halted fuddenly at the diflance of an hundred yards, and 
called out to us not to fire: Il anfwered by defiring them 
not to advance. They remained for fome moments, as if 
doubtful how to aét; . during which time we could obferve 
they were holding a confultation. They then divided them. 
felves into four bodies, three of which fet off at full {peed, 
and flationed them felves on our flanks and inour rear. This 
manceuvre, which it was not poflible for us.to prevent, dif. 
concerted my two foldiers ; and, in {pite of all my entreaties, 
I could not prevail on them to fland on their defence. We 
had good guns, and a confiderable number of cartridges, 
I knew that the moment the Bedouins faw one of their 
party fall, they would betake themfelves to flight; and I was 
certain that our firft difcharge would bring feveral of them 
tothe ground. I did not refleét, it is true, that we were in 
the midft of an immenfe defert ; and that, if our enemies 
fled, it would be only to return again foon, in order to over- 
power us by thoufands, ard, by maffacreing us all, to revenge 
the death of their comrades, I threw down my gun, in 
vexation at being compelled to fubmit to fuch a bandit. 

“hey immediately came upon us, and without even taking 
the trouble of difmounting, they ftripped us in an inflant. 
Money’, arms, clothes, provilions ; allour property, in fhort, 
was taken. They left me my long under waiftcoat and my 
breeches ; my companions were {tripped totheir fhirts. My 
turban having alfo been taken, my head, bare and fhaved, 
was expofed to the burning heat of the fun, and pained me 
exceflively ; and although I covered it as well as I could 
with both my hands, this precaution afforded me no relief. 
The booty was fpread out upon the fand. A fcore of Arabs 
on foot, whom we had not before perceived, from their 
having been concealed behind a heap of ftones, now joined 
the others ; ‘and the whole party, not without noify quarrels, 
began to divide the fpoil. 

This fcene would have furnifhed a fkilful artift with a 
ftriking fubjeét for a pi€ture. On one fide he might have 
reprefented the gang of robbers covered with duft; of a 
black or tawny complexion, their countenances parched as 
the fands which their robberies render ftill more dreadful, 
quarrelling about their booty ; in the midft of them my old 
fervant endeavouring, with great fang-froid, to feize upon 
fome of the articles of which we had been plundered, and 
occafionally making {natches at them; in the fore-groun 
tie 
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the grenadier, motionlefs and confounded : the two Egyp- 
tians ftupidly gazing at one another: myfelf in the back- 
ground, biting my nails, with a look of anger and indigna- 
tion : and laftly, the draughtfman, weeping aloud, and anfwer- 
ing me with fobs, when I afked himif he bad met with any 
ili ufage : “ No, Sir, but what can we now get to eat?” 
Tired of being the {pe€tator of a fcene in which it was 
unneceflary for me to exhibit myfelf, I was proceeding 
towards the monaftery, in hopes of finding Huffein, who had 
repaired thither, when I heard myfelf called, and im- 
mediately found my felf laid hold of by the arm. It was the 
chief of the-robbers, an Arab of the deferts of Nubia, for 
his face was as black as a negro’s, Without faying a word, 
he carried me back into the: midft of histroop. I took it for 
granted that he was difpleafed that I had any of my clothes 
left, or that, upon confideration, he had refolved to take away 
my life. How great was my aftonifhment when I faw this 
chief carefully mquiring after the clothes and property 
which belonged particularly to me; and after having been a 
rather too attive valet-de-chambre in undrefling me, once 


more perform that office, but with more civility, in afifting 


meto put on the different parts of my drefs, at the fame time 
returning me my purfe, and reftoring my arms. In the 


mean while, other Bedouins rendered the fame fervice to my 


companions, equally aftonifhed at an adventure as fingular as 


_Itwas unexpeéted. 


This was effefted by the fpirited condu& of Huffein. 
While he was near the walls of the convent, whither he had 
repaired, his gun hanging over his fhoulder, fome Arabs had 
been detached to detain him, and had feized his piece; but 
Huflein, after a long conteft, fucceeded in leaping on horfe- 
back behind a Bedouin, and reaching the place where moft 
ot the band of robbers was colleéted, “* Arabs,” faid he, ad- 
drefling himfelf to their chiefs, ‘ you have firipped aman 
entrufted to my prote&tion, and for whofe fafety I will flake 
my life; aman with whom I have eaten, who has flept in my 
tent, and has become my brother! Never again can J enter 
that tent; never again dare I return to my camp; I muft 


‘henceforth renounce all hopes of the pleafure of embracing 


my wifeand children; Arabs, take my life, or reftore to my 
brother every article of his property.” This harangue, ac- 
companied with the moft determined look, and delivered in 
the moft refolute tone, made an impreffion upon the Bedou- 
ins. Huffein had fnatched his gun from the perfon who 
held it, and while they were confulting together, levelled it 
at 
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at the principal chief of the banditti, refolved to thoot hin 
m_ cafe of réfafal, and thus expofed himfelf to be butchered 
rather than confent tliat we fhould receive the fmalleft myury. 
Oar conduétor was well known: the Arabs were econvitwed 
from his decided charaéter, that he would put his threats ‘in 
execution ; and’parthy from fear, and partly from ‘deference, 
the black chief confented to reftore every thing they: had 
taken from me ; and this was performed with a fidelity truly 
admirable. Indéed, when any thing confidered valuable by 
the perfon who had ‘tolcn it was ‘mentioned, it was heceffary 
to urge the claim ; ‘but no fooner did the chief infill wpon its 
reftitution, than the article was milanily forthcoming. This 
diicipline among fuch a people, and in a place where we 
could not ‘expe& to have fownd an inffance of it, appeared 
to me extremely aftonifhing. The chief afked me what part 
of my property was {till miffing ; on my naming an article, 
he afcended a fmall eminence, and cried out : “ Arabs, fuch 
2 thing is not reftored, let’ it be produced.” If his orders were 
not immediately obeyed, he added: “* Come, Alrabs, be 
quick ;”’ and the ‘article claimed was delivered to me in an 
inftant. The chief then mentioned anotlier part of the pto- 
perty ftolen, and it was reftored tome in the fame manner. 

Two hours elapfed before this fort of inventory of my 
effeAs was completed: every thing was given back to me, 
except my money, of which I received but q very fimill 
part ; but this was not the fault of the two-fheicks. Huflein, 
ym particalar, required that I fhould count in his prefence 
the fequins that had been returned. The Arabs, in whole 
cycs my purfe appeared a valuable prize, and who had di- 
vided moft of its contents, anxioully awaited the refult of 
this reckoning, and their embarraflment ceafed when they 
heard me declare that I had received all my money. Think- 
ing myfelf fortunate to get off fo well, I readily madea fa- 
enftce of two thirds of what I poffeffed, rather than incor 
the hatred and the vengeance of the honeft thieves by whom 
Iwas furrounded. I did not forget that 1 was flill in the de- 
fert, and had every thing to dread, fhould I fall a fecondtume 
into their hands, or meet with another troop of robbers, to 
whom they might give information of our route, and who 
might poflrbly ercat us with lefs complaifance. 

It was not enough for thefe banditti to appear juft, they 
muft alfo fliew themfelves polite. ‘The chief brought me 
his horfe, and infifted upon wy mounting it, to ride the (hort 
diftance from the place where we were, to the monallery, 
while he followed me on foot, Some of the other = 

6 pai 











































par 
cap 
this 
20 
plac 
Wh 
by | 
giou 
fo w 
Han 
his g 





yt hia 
heréd 
vyjury. 
Theed 
ats in 
rence, 
ys had 
truly 
ble by 
effary 
On its 
This 
© we 
eared 
it 'part 
tithe, 
, furch. 
were 
s, ‘be 
in an 
e pio. 
er. 
f my 
> ime, 
frnall 
iffein, 
fence 
whole 
ad di- 
alt of 
they 
‘hink- 
sa fa- 
incur 
whom 
ve de- 
Jaime 
rg, to 
1 who 


they 
nt me 
» hort 
fherys 
Arabs 
yaid 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 495 


paid the: fame compliment to my companions, each of, them 
walking in like manner by the fide of hishorfe. When we 
approached the walls, we faw coming down by a rope, 
bafkets. of bread, and wooden platters filled with, lentils. 
Forming: acircle on the fands, we partook of thefe provifions 
with people who a moment before appeared as our enemies. 
After the repaft, fome of them approached me with franknefs, 
aod even with a kind of cordiality, thanking Heaven that 
L.had met with no injury ; and with a degree of intereft, 
blamed me for my temerity in undertaking a journey into 
the-defert, which they acknowledged. was. the refort. only c% 
thieves and banditti. They did not fail to offer up their 
peayers with great devotion, after having covered their arms 
ap¢-legs with fand, for want of the water neceffary for the 
ablutions, prefcribed: by their law. Mahomet, himfelf an 
Arab, forefaw how very frequently his followers: might haye 
occafion to traverfe the deferts, and dire&ted that. whenever 
water could not be procured, fand might be ufed as a fub- 
flitute. 

The fheick of the:robbers applied ta me for aygratification, 
obferving, that he had kept none of-my money, and that he 
had, befides, taken a great deal. of trouble to have: my pro~ 
perty reflored, I meant to. have given him the fequins- I had 
left; but Huffein, feeing this, flew into a violent paflion, 
and, pratefted that he would. not fuffer mete give him a fingle 
mediges And, in fact, although I endeavaured to deceive his 
wailance, I could: findno opportunity of. making: my prefent 
tothe other fheick. 








ACCOUNT of a REPUBLIC of JEWS. 


Part of Malabar, (fays Mr. Pennant) was diflinguifhed 

for having been the refidence of a republic of Jews, 
Part of the trihe of Manaiféh, who Hadibeen carried into 
captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, who fent numbers of them to 
this.diftant place. Their-hiftory fays.that they amounted: to 
29,000, and that they. were three years in. travelling to-tltis 
Place, from: the time of their fetting out from Babylon. 
When. they arnived, they were treated. with great humanity 
by the natives, and allowed every. indt:!gence in-botlr rel:- 
gious.and temparal concerns. In procefs of time they grew 
fo wealthy as to purchafe the little: kingdomvof: Crapganore.. 
Hamilton makes them increafe to 80,000 families; but ir 
his days they were reduced to 4°00, Jhey eftablifned a 

commonwealth, 
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commonwealth, and felef&ted the two fons of one of the fir 
families, eminent for their wifdom, to govern them jointly. 
Onc of them, inftigated by ambition, murdered his brother, 
after which the commonwealth became a democracy, and 
their territory many centuries ago returned intothe hands of 
the natives. 

Powerful as they were, they are at prefent very poor and 
few. Numbers of them had removed to Goa, where they 
were greatly encouraged by the Zamorin of thetime. They 
have to this day a fynmagogue near the King’s palace, at a 
fmall diftance from Cochin, where are preferved their re. 
cords, engraven on coppcer-plates in Hebrew charaéters ; 
and when any of the characters decay, they are new cut, fo 
that they can fhew their hiftory from the reign of Nebuchad. 
nezzar to the prefent time. The Mzcenas of Malabar, 
M. von Rheede, caufed thefe records to be tranflated into 
Low Dutch—the perufal would be very defirable. 





CURIOUS SYMPATHY. 


ERO’s love of fympathy made him anxious to be ap- 
plauded on the ftage as a fiddler and a buffoon. Ti- 
berius banifhed one of his philofophical courtiers, and per- 
fecuted him till the unfortunate man laid violent hands upon 
himfelf, merely becaufe he had difcovered that the Emperor 
read books in the morning, to prepare himfelf with queftions 
for his literary fociety at night. Dionyfius, the tyrant of 
Syracufe, fued in the moft abje& manner for an Olympic 
crown, and fent a critic to the gallies for finding fault with 
his verfes. Had not thefe men a fufficient defire for the 
{ympathy of their fellow creatures ? 





FAMILY SEPULCHRES. 


R. PENNANT fpeaks of a magnificent tomb, founded 

by Fitz Ally, as a family fepulchre. The centre 

building is covered with an elegant dome. He was like the 

founders of many of the Egyptian pyramids, difappointed of 

his hopes in both of his {plendid piles. Both the monarchs 

of Egypt and the Indian prince built, as Job exprefles t— 
defolate places for themfelves ! 
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tly. An ANECDOTE, 
her, 
and N 1707, towards the clofe of the war of fucceffion to the 
s of crown of Spain, between Philip V. and the Archduke 
Charles, the inhabitants of Saragofla being much alarmed at 
and the advance of an army from France, under the command of 
hey the Duke of Orleans, the Count de Puebla, to keep the peo- 
hey ple quiet, made them believe that the reports were falfe, and 
at a, even that the camp which appeared was nothing more than a 
tee phantom raifed by magic: upon which the clergy went in 
TS 5 proceffion on the ramparts, and from thence, after a number 
» fo of prayers, exorcifed the pretended fpeétres then in fight. 
iad. The credulous people were not undeceived till the huffars, 
bar, after purfuing a guard of cavalry as far as the gates of the 
into city, cut off feveral heads, on which they opened the gates, 
and fubmitted to the Duke. 
Anfwer, by G. England, of Uplyme, to G: Coulinan’s Cha. 


rade,inferted March 24, 
ap- : 
Ti- Find your lovely Nancy’s cycs 
anil Are BLACK as any floe; 


a And quick as vivid lighting flies 
ror They turn to gaze on you. 
ions . 
t of Her head is cover’d with a CAP, 
pic And modeft curls of hair; ; 
with Surely it yields me no furprize, 
the That fhe did you enfnare. 
*.* We have received the like anfwer from W. Harr 

wx Jun. of Exeter; John King, and R. Andrews, of Kinef- 

bridge; Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers; T. ‘I’, 

of Bridgewater ; Philom. of Teingmouth ; J. B 11, Jun.- 
ded and N. Knott, of ‘Taunton; J. Wyatt, of Gi ttifham fchool ; - 
oi J. R. Toulmin, of Barnflaple; R. Towning, of Fivehecad; 
ab and T, Jarvis, of Malborough, 
d of —---—---——-———— — 
chs ry Ame pte ; 
yi Anfwer, by I. W hicker, of Exeter, to R. Thomas's Re US, 

tnferted March 31, 
g LL-HONOUR’D HAY! exalted be thy name. 
. And as thy valour fhone, fo fhine thy fame! 
Britannia’s boaft! for her thou dy’dit to i : 
] - 
Vou, 2 Oe ‘} E ih 
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Hiftoria! with delighted mien difplays, 
To future years, and chiefs of other days, 
That Hay died noble, for he e’er was brave. 


ta We have received the like anfwer from Serjeant Ahh, 
of the Exminfter Volunteers; Edward, of Truro; Serjeant 
Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers ; and W. Harris, Jun, 
and P. Gove, of Exon. 


——. 


A CHARADE, by WV. Harris, Fun, of Exeter, 


TS from my firft the food’s deriv’d 
By which we chiefly are fuftain’d ; 
Go fearch, ingenious youths, you'll find 
That in my fecond ’tis contain’d. 
Thefe parts, when join’d aright, will fhew 
One of the feather’d race. Adicu. 





A QUESTION, dy F. Smith, of the Royal Artillery, Ply. 
mouth Dock, 

HE thicknefs of the metal of a concave brafs ball = 

to half an inch.—Required its outfide diameter, fo as to 

fink to its centre in common water, fuppofing the weight of 

the brafs to the water as 8 to 1? 

ele decd deeah teed deaededea Ge eehd 

tar In anfwer to feveral correfpondents who complain of 

the non.infertion of their communications, we think it fuf- 

ficient to obferve, that when they fend Juch articles as are 

deferving publication, they will be duly attended to as foon as 

convenient after they are received; but it would be infulting 

our readers to infert fuch trifling and incorredl neces of 
projec and poetry as we are too often troubled with. 

*+# The author of the poem on the burial of a volunteer, 
tnaferied June 2, wifhes to corveé the error unintentionally 
zitroduced into that piece, by theinfertion of five lines from 
Blair, by faying that they were intended as an appropriate 
motto; and hopes that the infertion of them without inverted 
commas will be pardoned by the numerous readers of the 
Entertainer, as it was very far from his intention to obtrude 


on the world five lines as his own which are the produdion 


POETRY, 
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BUCKFAST ABBEY*: 4 Poem. 





S late the moon, defcendingin a cloud, 
Left nature in obfcurity and night, 
Lhe midright mufe, clad in a fable throud, 
Reftrain’d wild fancy in her rapid flight. 


Borne forward by the melancholy maid 

I wander’d flowly from my native home ; 
Unaw’d by danger, or nocturnal dread, 

Or the ftrange terrors of fepulchral gloom. 


Advancing ftill, where Dart meand’ring flows, 
An ivy-mantled ftruéture did appear ; 

When ioftantaneoufly to view pi 8 
The tow’r, contiguous to the abbey drear. 


Directed by a taper’s feeble gleam, 
I mov’d acrofs the venerable piles 

Where nought is heard but the hoarfe night-bied’s {cream 
Reverberating thro’ each long-drawn aifle. 


The maffy walls where circling ivies fold, 
Refift deftruction, menac’d by old time; 

The time-worn tower, tremendous to behold, 
Still frowns in grandeur awfully fublime. 


Tho’ moffy pillars and rude arches ftand, 
And have the teit of num’rous years defied ; 
Yet dreadful marks of time’s rapacious hand, 
And ruin’s rage are every where defcry’d. 


Thefe ftrong-built columns, and this lofty dome, 
The tafte and ftrength of Gothic art exprefs; 

The Popith prieits and bigots erft would come; 
Bow to the image, and the faint addrefs. 


At length, our forefathers, gall’d by the yoke, 
And ufarpations of the church of Rome; 
Difciaim’a the prieft!y check, and broke 
Its favage fetters, and revok’d their doom. 


The thunders of the vatican in vain, 
Iffged with vengeance, founded in their ears ; Bull 
ulis 


* Buckfalt Abbey lies j 1S 5 ci } . Reich 
about wo miles fegen Athburton, me £ eee S ee 
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Bulls and anathemas they did difdain, 
And combated their bigoted compeers. 


In this religious and eventful ftrife 
The monfter popery they did deftroy ; 
And by a gen’rous facrifice of life 
Purchas’d thofe bleffings which we now enjoy. 


Thofe venerated fathers were expell’d, 
Who to this hallow’d tabrick did repair ; 
The portico would no proteétion yield, 
Tho’ murderers erft found an afylum there. 


E’er fince that barb’rous, fuperflitious age, 
Much of the edifice has brav’d decay ; 

The antique tow’r, in {pite of time's wild rage, 
Frowns ftern defiance at the prefent day. 


The maflive walls with ivy are enfhrin’d, 
And mock the fury of the daring ftorm ; 

And fancy piétures to the ferious mind 
Their priftine greatnefs and extenfive form. 


Ceafe now, my mufe, expand thy mouraful plume; 
* Oh! waft me quickly from the abbey drear; 
Invefted with a fuperititious gloom, 

Unafual founds and thrieks invade my ear. 


Here oft (I’m fill’d with horror and difmay) 
Dire {peCtres at this awful hoar refort; 

Here phantoms range, and light-wiag’d elfins play; 
Heregoblins gambol, and brik fairics {port. 


Adieu ye walls! farewell thou haunted tow’r! 
And each rude veftige of antiquity ! 

Hence forth in gloom, and fullen grandeur lour, 
And elemental violence de!y. 


WILLIAM HOARE, Junior, 





SONNET ¢o LOVE. 


Fees {cenes where noife and folly flill prefide, 
Come, foft-ey’d love! and lead me to thy bow’r, 
Where gentic ftreams in peaceful murmurs glide, 
Aad dreams of blifs employ the pafling hour. 
Yes, deareft maid! thy all-fubduing form 
Can gild with blifs idea! feracs below ; 
Can check the horrors of the driving ftorm, 
And fling a tranfitory gleam on woe. 
The frowns of fortune, and the lofs of friends, 
Prove thee the furei{t antidote for care; 
Before tny beams misfortune’s brow unbends, a 
And hope, time's pro/pect, paints with colours fair. 
The goddefschafte defcends, immortal and divine, | 
And round my glowing brows thy genial bays entwinte 
















































